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Feb. 27, 1995
UM SCHEDULES PUBLIC FORUM ON PRESCOTT HOUSE PROJECT 
MISSOULA ~
The University of Montana will hold a public forum Wednesday afternoon, March 1, to 
discuss a planned project that would renovate the Prescott House at the east end of UM’s Missoula 
campus and reroute Campus Drive to go behind the house at the foot of Mount Sentinel and 
provide additional campus parking.
UM President George Dennison and James Todd, vice president for administration and 
finance, will be on hand to outline the plan and gather public input. The forum is scheduled from 
noon to 2 p.m. Wednesday in the University Center’s Mount Sentinel Room.
The estimated $2 million project, which would be financed entirely by donations and interest 
earnings from bond funds, would make the Prescott House available for office and meeting space 
and, by realigning Campus Drive, would yield about 116 to 120 new parking spaces, Dennison said.
If all goes as planned, he said, the road-rerouting project would take place this spring and 
summer in conjunction with the expansion of Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
An earlier plan called for straightening Campus Drive so that it passed in front of the 
Prescott House, but the current proposal is more economical and would provide a much-needed 
gain in parking, Dennison said. Additional green space around the house will be developed as part 
of the University’s arboretum, he said.
The proposal has been approved by the Campus Development Committee, and Dennison
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will present it to the state Board of Regents at the board’s March 23-24 meeting. The project will 
also require legislative authorization, and the necessary legislation is currently before the state 
House of Representatives.
The Prescott House was built at the foot of Mount Sentinel around the turn of the century 
by Clarence Prescott, a nephew of C.P. Higgins, one of Missoula’s founders. UM bought the house 
in 1955 and granted lifetime tenancy to Prescott’s son, Clarence Jr., who remained in the house 
until his death in 1993, shortly after his 100th birthday.
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Contacts: George Dennison, 243-2311; James Todd, 243-4662.
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